
A  S T R O N G  F O U N D A T I O N  F O R  M E N T A L  H E A L T H  B E G I N S  E A R L Y

Early childhood educators can provide the supportive relationships 

and environments that build healthy brains and solid kids. 

Educators and parents can spot delays early to help prevent mental health issues.

 When kids are excluded like this, they end up farther behind.

Some kids are excluded far more often than others.

CHECK THE BACK FOR WHERE TO INVEST YOUR TIME & MONEY

The most cited studies that show high return on investment ($7-12 per $1 invested) for

early education were with majority-black classrooms (Perry Preschool - 100% black kids).

YOUR ROLE AS A FUNDER 

IN ENDING EARLY CHILDHOOD

EXCLUSIONARY DISCIPLINE

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO END THIS PROBLEM?

Make sure you invest where it has 

the most impact to keep all kids in school.

Healthy brains and solid kids build thriving communities.

Children’s mental health is like the levelness of a table. 

Stable, level tables do what we need tables to do.

A wobbly table can get back to stable with the right supports, 

especially if the wobble is found early. 1

EARLY EXPERIENCES BUILD THE             ARCHITECTURE OF THE BRAIN
2

BUT TOO MANY KIDS MISS OUT BECAUSE OF SUSPENSION OR EXPULSION

18% 42%

Enrolled Suspended

26%43%

Black Preschool Students

Enrolled Suspended

White Preschool Students
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Boys are 
suspended
4.5 times as

often as girls 4

4,5



WHAT YOU CAN DO TO SUPPORT FAMILIES, TEACHERS, & KIDS

 

 

 

 

Work with your grantees to help 
them develop policies that prohibit
suspension/expulsion as well as
procedures to prevent this discipline.
 

Advocate for similar policies 
at the local and state level.

 
Fund professional development and
share resources on child development &
social-emotional learning (SEL).
 
Fund Infant & Early Childhood Mental

Health Consultation (IECMHC).
 

Fund & support grantees in
collecting discipline data & to
separate by race, gender, etc.
 

Coordinate with other funders 
to collect & report data 

for better city/state baselines.
 
Provide implicit bias training 
and racial equity resources 
to all funded partners.

 
Increase funding for developmental

screenings & referrals.

Secure the return on investment
by partnering closely with funded
projects to keep black kids in school.

 
Help funded partners increase their

quality rating through YoungStar.
 
Set goals with funded projects & help
coordinate collaborations/partnerships.
 

Support family leadership 
in & across your funded projects.

Share lists of community resources & 
make authentic connections between
providers, teachers, & families.
 

Team up mental health professionals 
with educators to help staff/parents

understand development & mental health.
 
Advocate for local/state policies that 
reduce stress for teachers & families, such
as improved pay scales, health benefits,
community violence prevention, etc.

RESOURCES to get YOU started
FUNDING FOR CHILD MENTAL HEALTH CONSULTATION

https://www.mkekids.org/resources/for-providers/iechmc.html

For more resources, check out the full toolkit on: mkekids.org/how-to-help/toolkit.html

NO SUCH THING AS A BAD KID

INCLUSION MEANS ALL KIDS

ALL TOGETHER FOR PROSPERITY

IT TAKES A VILLAGE; WE ARE THE VILLAGE 

FUNDING FOR SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL LEARNING
https://casel.org/funding-resources/

DISCIPLINE STANDARDS IN ACTION
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/file

s/pdf/sia-suspension-expulsion.pdf
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